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EXETER — The New Hampshire Supreme Court has sided with the town and Seacoast Family Promise 

in the several-year fight over the organization's plans to move its homeless day assistance center to 

Exeter. 

Town Manager Russ Dean said Monday the high court's decision, upholding Superior Court Judge 

Andrew Schulman's ruling against the residents trying to stop the move, means the nonprofit 

organization, which helps area families with children experiencing temporary homelessness, can finally 

move forward. 

Ann Hopkins, president of the SFP board of directors, on Wednesday said she is "thrilled with the 

affirmation" and looking forward to the organization being "very good neighbors" in Exeter. SFP, 

however, may not move into its new home until after the new year, as directors work on closing on the 27 

Hampton Road property and doing final inspections. 

Residents of the Hunter Place and Exeter Farms neighborhoods sued the town last year over the ZBA’s 

decision to green-light Seacoast Family Promise’s move to 27 Hampton Road from its location in 

Stratham, which directors say the nonprofit has outgrown. 

Judge Schulman ruled in favor of the town and ZBA, although attorney Derek Durbin argued the 

neighbors’ safety and property values would be compromised. In his brief on behalf of the neighbors, 

Durbin said SFP fails to meet the definition of “community building,” because it does not offer both 

social and recreational services as its primary purpose, as Exeter’s zoning ordinances require. 

The Supreme Court, however, found SFP did meet the definition of “community building.” In the 

decision, the court wrote that SFP provides services which may be considered recreational, including 

gardening, yoga, nutrition classes and games. 

Durbin also said conditions of approval the ZBA imposed were unenforceable and not related to land use. 

While designed to give a degree of “security” and “comfort” to neighbors, Durbin said a code 

enforcement officer could not be expected to make sure drug and alcohol screenings were going on and 

proper staff were on-hand at all times. 

The court found, however, that such conditions “are reasonable and necessary to preserve the spirit of the 

ordinance.” 

“We are not persuaded by the plaintiffs' argument that the conditions are unreasonable because they are 

'unenforceable from an administrative perspective,'” the court wrote. “The plaintiffs have failed to show 

that (various enforcement procedures available to the town) would be ineffective.” 
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The court was also not persuaded by Durbin's arguments that he and the residents did not have sufficient 

time to produce their own expert witness to testify as to the center's possible impact on property values, 

saying instead that they had ample time. 

The legal battle has been ongoing for two years and been emotional at times with supporters of Seacoast 

Family Promise speaking against the neighbors’ continuing efforts at numerous public hearings. 

The residents opposing the move have been at pains to make clear that they do not oppose the homeless 

day center's mission, but believe that the clarity of Exeter's zoning, as well as future residents' peace of 

mind, is at stake. 

Hopkins said that SFP will be "re-energizing" its fundraising campaign in anticipation out of its cramped 

Stratham location in the coming months. 

"We won't physically move in until after the first . We're very excited about it and we look forward to 

being a great value added to the town of Exeter," she said. "We're grateful to all the citizens, volunteers 

and supporters. This is just a beautiful next step for us in responding to this need in the community." 

 


